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Approximately -35—Vietnamese 


heard Myers message in their own ° 


tongue — a message which outlined 
the special contributions the Viet- 
namese can make to America. : 


Myers later told the Baptist Record 
in English what he had said in Viet- 
namese: “I told them they shouldn't 
lose their ‘Vietnamese-ness’”’ said 
Myers — that they should exercise in- 
fluence on American society with their 
special values on education, their 
strong family orientation and their 
commitment to religion.” 

One Vietnamese at Long Beach told 
Myers later that they could assist in 
another area. He said he appreciated 
Myers explaining that Anglos need to 
understand their special i 


n Baptists for every Viet- 
namese. He said that the possibilities 


' Bobby Perry, pastor of First Bap- 
tist, Moss Point, reported the church 
would be a 


anguage 
tor for the gulf coast. 
It’s just an expansion of the concern 
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Conference Aim:Growing 
Evangelistic Churches 


“Growth ”” is the theme 
of the 1977 Mississippi tist 
Evangelism Conference, ied 
Feb. 7-9 in Jackson. 

Roy Collum, evangelism director for 
the eee oh Baptist Convention 
Board, said objective, growing 
ev churches, needs leader- 
ship for tation. ‘We want 
lay persons to attend this conference: 


Missionaries In East Malaysia 


Denied Resident 


RICHMOND (BP) — All Southern 
Baptist missionaries will be out of 
East Malaysia by mid-1977 because of 
unrenewed visas, 4 Sou Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board man 
said here, 


However, Baptist work there is ex- 
pected to continue as more churches 
are formed and as the East Malaysia 
Baptist Convention is 


to William R. Wakefield, the created. A-building 


Southeast Asia. 


the work,”’ Wakefield said. * has 


“been a rapidly growing area in Baptist 


work.” 

Last year, churches in East 
Malaysia reported a 67 percent 
growth, according to Charles H. Mor- 
ris, Southern Baptist missionary press 
representative. 


tion in West Malaysia. 

The East Malaysia Convention was 
organized in September when rep- 
resentatives from seven churches and 
four chapels met in Tawau, Malaysia: 
At that time, departments of 
evangelism, youth, women and educa- 
tion were 


new churches within a year. 

Southern Baptist missionaries are 
not the only missionaries in the area 
who have faced problems with discon- 
tinued visas. 

“This move is part of an overall plan 
of the government of the State of 
Sarawak, East Malaysia, where our 
missionaries have been, to reduce 


1,585 Make Professions 
In Tanzania Campaigns 


pe Tics (BP)—A weal of 
1,585 people made professions 
during recent evangelistic campai; 


” held in 115 churches in Tanzania. 


The campaigns were organized as 
part of the work of the evangelism and 
church development office of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board and were a cooperative effort of 
Southern Baptist missionaries and 
Baptist nationals. 

During the month-long campaigns 
14 pastors and two ministers of music 


Southern Baptist In Sri Lanka 


came from the United States to lead 
the worship services. Each team of 
seven pastors and a minister of music 
stayed two weeks. 

“I do believe that a great majority of 
those professions will be bap- 


the missionary said between 600-700 
(Continued on page 2) 


and loan otter couples; the Charie: 
~Earl Bengs, Jr:, fa 


‘Teassigned to Philippine 


y will be in 


Malaysia until this 


_ Wakefield said. 


SHS Mor” 


deatons, church leadership of Sunday 
School, Woman's Missionary Union, 
Church Training, Brotherhood, &s well 
$5 durch pastors and staff,” said Col- 
jum. 

Because of the expected turnout for 
the conference, evening meetings will 
be held at Jackson’s Municipal Au- 
ditorium. Day meetings will be at 
First Baptist, Jackson. 

Program personalities include 


Lehman Strauss, a well-known Bible 


teacher and writer from Philadelphia, 
Pa.; Landrum Leavell,-president New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Semi- 


former pastor of FBC, . 

Also featured on the program will be 
Howard Foshee, secretary of the 
Church Administration Department of 
theSunday School Board in Nashville; 
Bobby Sunderland, director of the De- 


quested to select four or more laymen 
to sing in this chorus. Warm-up re- 
hearsal will be at 6 p.m. Feb. 7, at 
Muni Auditorium in Jackson. 


The full program of the evangelism 
conference is printed in this issue of 


New Evangelism Emphasis 


Is Lay-Led CARE Revival | 


By Anne Washburn McWilliams 

Bringing inactive members back 
into the church fellowship, and involv- 
ing deacons and other lay persons in 
that effort, is the focus of Southern 
Baptist evangelism, 1977. Evangelism— 


on “Growth Evangelism.” 
- “The C.A.R.E. revival in April is the 
big thing with us this spring,” said Roy 
Collum, director, Evangelism De- 
partment, Mississippi Baptist Conven- 
tion Board, ‘and deacons will have a 
leading role in preparing for C.A.R.E. 
revivals in the churches.” 

This year, for the first time, written 
invitations were sent to church jead- 
efs, men ‘and Sun- 


Will Help Local Baptist Union 


* RICHMOND (BP) — Southern Bap- 


tist Missionary Robert L. Cullen, 
under temporary assignment in Sri 
Lanka (formerly Ceylon), is the first 
Southern Baptist missionary to have 


an assignment there, although Baptist 
work has been on the small island 
south of India since 1812. 

After the Southern Baptist Foreign 


P Titles of books and gpecial Kiti-which correlate with colrses offered : 
Preschoolers, 


: Children, Youth, 
_leciude: Cubing _ er mae de wap oboe + Asa pao 
Other: titles and their teachers are: Introduetion to the Bible, 


These books available fram the Baptist Book Store 
ums ile 3h PH loan hal Nc care 
provided. , 


Sengemers Cae eee). Ost consultation with the Sri Lanka 


len. been asked to be a fraternal 
missionary there. ~ 
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day School, WMU, Church Training, 
Brotherhood—to attend the 

Conference. ‘‘until now, 
thé annual conference has ‘been 
thought of as a sort ‘of pastors’ revi- 
vak” Collum said. _. : 

Night meetings of the February 7-9 
conference are to be in Jackson's City 
Auditorium, so that there will be seat- 
ing room for all pastors and laymen 
expected to attend. 

“Churches should begin preparation 
now for the C.A.R.E. revivals in Ap- 
ril,” Collum emphasized. “‘As the first 
step,”’ he suggested, “the pastor 
should teach in a retreat setting the 
book, The Evangelistic Church, by 
John Havlik of the Home Mission 
Board. Havlik will be in Jackson Feb- 
Tuary 3 to teach his book during Train- 
ing Day at the Baptist Building.” 

In turn, the deacons should conduct 
a itual Life Conference during 
which they teach the book, The 
Evangelistic Church, to the church 
members. If a church has the Deacon 
Family Ministry Plan, each deacon 
will teach the book to his families. 
Otherwise, those present will simply 
be divided into groups and each 
deaton will teach one group. 


AS a third step in preparation the 


ging Camp M 


ooh Meanonatt 


pastor may conduct a four or five- 
week prayer meeting etnphasis, using 
the packet of resources, Lighting Re- 
vival Fires. This packet, the book, and 
an accompanying flip chart are all av- 
ailable at the Baptist Book Store. 


“TheC.A.R.E. revival is not primar- 
ily geared to winning the lost,’’ Collum 
said. ‘Rather it is an ‘in-house’ revival 
for péople who are church members. 
The word revival as we often think of it 
is a misnomer. We think of it as mean- 


(Continued on page 2) 


Mead Tells 
Parenthood 


MIAMI (RNS) — Anthropologist 
Margaret Mead warned here that ‘‘we 
can’t go on” with marriage and di- 
vorce practices which ‘‘present us 
with a mass of children from broken 
homes.” 


Mead was the keynote speaker af a 
five-day consultation on-young adult 
ministry sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches. 


Citing figures of nine muilion 
single-parent households, the an- 


thropologist and Episcopal layperson 
said society should be “clearer that 
parenthood is a particular. i 


i , Specialized 
responsibility while children are 
young and that people who enter 
parenthood are accepting certain re- 
sponsibilities and certain losses of 
freedom for both men and women.” 


On the other hand, she said non- 
parents are “free for a wider respon- 


—~“ (Continued on page 3) 


Kelly: Great Fear Is Of 
Losing Sense Of Mission 


“One of the greatest fears I have in 
Southern Baptist life,” said Earl Kel- 
ly, “Is that our churches will become 
introspective, move inward and lose 
their sense of mission.” 

Kelly was addressing participants of 
the first Christian Social Ministries 
Awareness Conference in Jackson, 
sponsored by the Mississippi Baptist 


inistry 


oat {right) and Jim Russell visited in a helicopter logging camp last — 
SUMM@r. Maxwell is pastor of Pine Ridge Baptist Church in Kamiah, tdaho: Revcsel 9 > 
a student at Southwestern Seminary who spent the summer assisting Maxwell as part 


there 
of cChuroh Maxwell, who only had two members in his congregation 
are vacancies among the five missio- tou IRIE ear Bena gitligng c ofaleon to plestes Sopa nat to paul on Baptet 


the epost Sa Wasmertoas ines peonle being 
9 before you 


s 


the nucleus, you grow by reading the men, and it takes three years 
are completely accepted. Now the Kamiah church is thriving and Maxwell 
has Started work in three other communities (HMB Photo by Dan Martin ) 


Convention Board’s Cooperative Mis- 
sions Department. 

Kelly, executive secretary - trea- 
surer of the MBCB, enumerated some 
signs of this turning inward: the build- 
ing of family life centers, establish- 
ment of parochial schools, and a lack 
of visitation and outreach. “And we're 
kidding ourselves by saying we’re 
growing up disciples,"’ he said. In- 
stead, ‘‘people are growing up asking, 
‘How can the church serve me?’ "’ 

He continued, with his text the story 
of the Good Samaritan, ‘We're not 
going to. reach Mississippi, the nation 
or the world, until we stop to help the 
stranger who is stripped along the 
way.” 

Special speakers from out of state 
included Harold Wilcox, of the Home 
Mission Board's Christian Social 
Ministries Department, who 
explained the HMB's work in migrant, 
correctional, and drug-related minis- 
tries, and Don Adherhold, pastor of 
Columbia Drive Baptist Church in.De- 
catur, Ga. Aderhold outlined the 
events that led up to his church is de- 
ciding to minister to a changing com- 
munity and told of the successes and 


faifures involved. ‘ 
hadregistered, weather 
conditions 


but adverse ‘ 
kept ‘them away —that-he .-. --- 


had discovered five things to keep in 
mind when a chureh decided to be- 
come involved in Christian social 
ministries. 

_ (Continued on page 3) 
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Churchmen To Sing = 


Pictured above are the Mississippi Singing Churchmen and the Mississippi Sing- 
ing Women who are to present special music during the evening session of the 
Evangelism Conference on Tuesday, February 8, at 7:00 P.M., City Auditorium, 
Jackson. The two groups sing under the direction of Dan C. Hall and Nan Grantham, 
both of the Church Music Department, MBCB_ 


(Continued from page 1) 


be need to be searching for 


~ Lay-Led Revival 


ing evangelizing the unsaved, but re- 
vival really means and reviv- 
ing those who are in the church but who 
are inactive.” 

C.A.R.E. is an acrostic that stands 
for: Cultivate persons out of Christ; 
Activate the inactive and the lost in a 
new and exciting way; Revive the 
people of God; Enjoy one another and 
our life together as God's people. The 
C.A.R.E. revival is “designed to de- 
monstrate the caring love of church 
leaders and members for missions of 


vals, there should be a follow-up by the 
deacons, under the guidance of pas- 


special attention. We are trying to get 
the deacons to minister directly to the 
people, not just to meet in committee 


evangelism schools—people 
to share their faith. Youth evangelism 
strategy to follow in the fall is a project 
for young people similar to the lay 
evangelism schools for adults. 
“all of this sets the stage for Bold 
to’begin this fall and to 
goon to 1979. In the spotlight for the fall 


people who need to be reached in the 
crusades. After all, what we are trying 
to do is to find the people and to reach 
them for Christ.” 

Various departments of Baptist 
work are cooperating in trying to 


reach people. Schools in the 
fall of 1976 engaged in Reach Out. Pas- 
tors are to use information 
~ given on ACTION Cards to find those 


who are unsaved. Brotherhood is 


“Truly to build an evangelistic 
church is our aim,” Collum repeated, 
“and all the church people must help to 
do this, not just the pastors.” 


Evangelism Conference 


Program, February 7-9 


MONDAY EVENING 
City Auditorium 
Roy Collam 
6:45 Moments of Musical Meditation—Dot Pray 
Eva Hart, Edwin Sudduth | * 
7:00 Music Witness—Clint and Jarvis Rose 


2:55 Congregational Singing Witness—Nan 
Grantham 


3:0 Foshee 
3:30 Congregational Singing Witness—Nan 


6:45 Moments of Musical Meditation, Dot Pray, 
Alice Davies, Vera Scirratt 
7:00 Vocal Witness, Clint and Jarvis Rose 


formation and nurture of the small 
prayer, sharing and Bible Study 
-groups which should emerge from the 
Weekend experience. 
The following is a check list of prep- 


Tanzania 
(Continued from page 1) 


persons were attending follow-up 
meetings, designed for those who 
made professions of faith only. Church 


parts, he said. 

At last report, 10 percent of those 
who made professions of faith had 
been baptized. 


ALCOBENDAS, Spain —The Bap- 
tist Center was recently 
and dedicated here. It houses offices 


to Spain and the correspondence 
course. In November, a--mission 
church was begun in the building by 
one of the seminary students, the first 
evangelical witness for this city of 
more than 80,000. b 


Det (Mrs. Troy) Maxcy 


* 


we ae 


will explain the journey concept, 
to be studied individu- 


journey. 
___The consultant will leave a Lay Re- 
newal Registration Form with the pas- 
tor when the consultation is 


complete. 
4. The Lay renewal W should 


5. Upon receipt of the completed re- 
gistration form the Brotherhood De- 
partment will recommend a team 
coordinator for the Weekend if one has 
not been suggested by the local 
church. . 


6. The pastor should take the initia- 
tive of contacting the coordinator to 
set a daf®&for the Lay Renewal 
Weekend that is agreeable to both. 

7. Once the Weekend has been ap- 
proved, the church should select the 
strongest leadership available. A 
strong p team will in- 
sure not Ohly a good Weekend, but also 
a positive follow-up. 

The local organization consists of a 
gener! chairman and 13 groups. The 
visiting team coordinator will deter- 
mine the size of the visiting team 
based upon average Sunday School at- 
tendance supplies by the local church. 


% 


The coordinator will furnish the pastor 


Evangelism 


By Tim Nicholas 


{ 


: : ea : | een) , 5 
Renewal Weekend. 


with a list of team 
churches. 


A list of all 
gr cd rat ac “ 

. At least six to prior to 
the Weeheod the conedh 


the journey. : 
ADVANCE ‘PLANNING AND 
PREPARATION ARE THE REAL 
KEY TO SUCCESSFUL LAY RE- 


World Of Religion 


t 


D. C. (RNS) — Since 
the restoration of the premanent 
te'in the U. §. Roman Catholic 


ing for the diaconate in some, 90 train- 
help prevent theincreas- _ ing centers. 
magazifies and films. Children are te- _ Indianapolis (RNS) -+ Kenneth L. 


1977. Thirty of the 62 full time staff of 
seale. Mrs. Suzanne Haik Van- 


, Up to $900,000, to show our fel- 
Jews in Texas that Jesus.is really 
the. Jewish Messiah.” 


“In our discussion group, I learned 
to read the Bible,” said Stewart Max- 


cy. 
“I’m finding time to read scripture 


added. 
“In my dating life, I’ve learned that 
if God wants together, it will be 
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given to him by his mother a few years 
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rights and dignity,” and “‘a new 


had been , built 
unity, with a respect for diversity; 
— we had found productive 
work for those able to perform it; 
—That we had the 


law, for the weak and the powerful, the 


’ rich and the 


—“And that we had, enabled our 


an 
emotional moment for both Ford and 
Carter, the two men shook hands as the 
crowd roared its approval and agree- 
ment. 


~. .The greatest applause from the 
President 


He said, as the crowd shouted its ap- 


proval, “We will ever be vigilant and 
never ibleg and we will fight our 
wars , ignorance and 


injustice, for those are the gnemies 
against which our forces can be honor- 


ably marshalled.” 
Carter, who later shattered prece- 


human rights 
laws fair, our natural beauty pre- 
served; the powerful must not perse- 
cute the weak, and human dignity 
must be enhanced.” 

Giving emphasis to the inaugural 
theme of “‘A New Spirit,” Carter said, 
“The world itself is dominated by a 
new spirit. Peoples more numerous 
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then returns four nights a week for the - 
minis 
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with his hand on Micah 6:8 in the Bible beac 


Church 
Training 


Church 
Music 


Woman’s 
Missionary 


_Union 


Stewardship 
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Church 
Administra- 
tion 


% Tax 


News 
URGH, N. Y. (RNS) — 
New York State officials have 
threatened 


Hardenburgh town officials have in- 
dicated they will likely grant the 
exemptions in May to create a test 
case for the California-based Church 
which grants ‘‘mail order ordina- 


Some 148 Hardenburgh resicents 
have — to have their homes 
taken off the property tax rolls as un- 
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Feb. 13-19 WMU Focus Week ( 
will be given in January-March DIMEN: 


Feb. ’77-Feb. ’78 Missions Readathon (Emphasis to encourage everyone to read either mis- 
sion study books or books which would 
encountered 


tracts on thi 
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Festival of Fine Arts (Hobby/Talent Night) 


An evening (or evenings) for church members to display (and perhaps demonstrate) skills in 
arts, crafts, music and other areas of talent. 


HYMN OF THE MONTH: “New Born Again,” page 474, New. Hymnal 


i 


i 
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WORKER TRAINING — participate in associational 
ae Ginna e ay ee 


on WMU given to entire church membership, plans 
SION.) 


i expand their horizons about the possibilities and 
in mission work. Suggestions willbe found in January-March DIMEN- 


SEO, YOUT Sale 


February 1 Reminder: order literature for April, May and June 


renewal. People are com- 


training schoo! to study the new “Teach 
chureh if the association is not providing 


Stewardship d 


Cooperative Program dollar distribution in your church publications or 


- 


Tom Larrimore In 


Kenya Crusade _ 
Tom Larrimore, music ev 


ing the Wayne Bristow Outreach 
Evangelism Team in an effort to help 
Kenya. 


area rallies in Kenya, January 17- 
February 18. 


Southern Baptists 


angelist 
from Jackson, is in Africa. He is join- "ing 


ment. Two others, Nan Grantham and 
Barbara Taylor, are assistaiits in the 


Church Music and Woman's Missio- _ 


nary Union departments respectively. 
They will be assuming other positions. 

Mrs. Grantham will become assis- 
tant to the minister of music at 
Broadmoor Baptist Church in 
Jackson. Mrs. Taylor is moving to 
Crystal Springs and will work part- 
time in the office of First Baptist 


Church. ee 
Howell is anative of Walthall County _ Music 
and will there for retirement. - 
He is a graduate — 
and Southwestern Seminary 


“ieigaes 

: Taylor is a native of Crystal - 
. Her husband, Tim, will com- 

mute to Jackson. She joined the staff of 

the WMU department in 1970 and took 

a leave of absence last year for the 

birth of the couple’s son, Patrick. 


has worked in ail phases of choir prog- 
rams in local churches. She has served 


Central, Brookhaven 


Launches 
ing, pastor 


It was on a “deacon of. the 
month” observance. Each of the 


ing morning evenings services, 
visit in the community with the pastor, 
and be first contact for new members 
joining the church. 

‘*Also, the deacon and his wife would 


_ stay with and help prepare people who 
are to be baptized into the church: sit 


with them during the service and, de- 
pending on whether it is a man or a 
woman to be baptized, either the hus- 
band or the wife would help in prepara- 


Plus, the deacon of the month would 
have his biography printed in the 
church’s monthly mailout. ¢ 

This past weekend, the church held 
its first CARE Revival—a lay-led 


services. . 

This event qualified the church to be 
awarded the “Deacon Week 
Certificate,” the first awarded in a 
i Baptist church. Awarded 
by the Mississippi Convention 
Board’s Department of Church 
Administration-Pastoral Ministries, 
the certificate recognizes churches 
which organize special ministering 

projects for deacons. ~- 
“Our lay-led revival was tied in with 
observance of Baptist Men’s Day,” 
the 


Ministries... 


Glen Schilling 
in his community. 
Schilling said the 400-member 


they are y . 
Schilling received his church’s 
award while in Jackson for a Christian 
Social Ministries Awareness Confer- 
ence. He brought five people with him 
to the conference. “I’m interested in 


our county,” he said. 

“We have.God's message,” Schilt- 
ling told the Baptist ” we can 
keep it within the church's four walls, 
or we-can use it as a living stream. We 
either“ live for others, or we live for 
ourselves.” ; 


Parenthood Necessities 


stations with of 

afound 2,000 in a of over 13 

million,”’ Wakefield ‘said. In all the (Continued from page 1) 
discussions about the assignment of a sibility. . to care for the wider society. 
Southern there, he  . to work for the greater good rather 
sald Baptist leaders in Sri Lanka re- than for the special good.” - 
flected a deep concern for the need to Nonetheless, sh e said a relationship 
share the gospel with this population. with and understanding of children is 


Kelly: Great Fear Is Of 
Losing Sense of: Mission 


essential for all adults, parents or not: 
“Unless human beings are close to 
children, they have very little capacity 
to think about the future. The way 
human beings think about the future is 


MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT 


(Policy Form MCXC) 


NOW AVAILABLE 
HELPS PAY WHAT MEDICARE DOESN'T PAY 


BENEFITS FOR 
e HOSPITAL e DOCTOR e SURGEON 


e NURSE e NURSING HOME 
Coverage begins on effective date of policy 


NO WAITING PERIODS 


For Full information, Fil Out Coupon And Mail To 


+ LE PO Hite PP 


through a child in front of you that you 
know and care about. Without a close 

‘to. some child the future 
does not have any reality for most 


people. ‘ 


The church, she said, is in a good 
ition to mipister to adults 
ausesit is ‘the, only institution 

which is multi-generational. It pro- 
vides a sense of community life.” 
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A Mississippi United Methodist 
minister has initiated a movement 
aimed at causing as many households 
as possible to leave television sets 
turned off during the week of Feb. 27 to 
March 5. 

The idea, of course, is to make an 
impact on television programming in 
an effort to limit sexual scenes and vio- 
lence in the nation’s living rooms. 


-Surely, thére is no question that if 


every television set in Mississippi is 
left off for a week the impact will be 
felt from Hollywood to Madison Av- 
enue. 

But the damage would be only local. 
The action would be noted in the offices 
Se penne motets remem. 
but their attitudes would not be. 
changed. They- would go right on as 


be 
the targets of the effort, would be 
shown anyway; and the national ad- 
vertisers would pay for them. The 
local stations, on the other hand, would 


a critical look at local station prog- 
ramming, he finds very little that is 
objecti : 


, how does one go about putting the 
pinch on the network programmers 
where it can do some good? That is the 
crux of the entire matter, and likely 
there are about as many theories and 
there are those who advance them. 

Ths writer does not claim to know a 
great deal about the subject. From li- 
mited knowledge, however, it would 
seem safe to say that the networks 
have very little input into the content 
of most of the programs. Television is 
a monster. Never before has the enter- 
tainment industry been called on to 


poesia ee eres 2 
so great an amount of time at so great 
a cost. 

The networks undoubtedly broad- 
cast an over abundance of shows that 
are produced by independent efforts. 
eee pee yw 
filling their air time for a profit. The 
independent producers probably work 


through agents who also are not com- 


> 


of the advertisers is to get their names 
before the public, not content of the 


shows, and the then go to the 
networks with, packages. 
This is the reason that a recent 


reme Court ruling in favor of indepen- . 
dent writers and was such a 
blow to any effort of get relief from the 


they want to say in their programs. 


Editorials 


The entire concept of freedom very 
well could hinge on what comes out of 
all of this. 

We believe in freedom of speech, 
surely. Can a democracy survive, 


as this insist on maintaining their own 
freedoms to the limit and dg so at.the 
expense of a great segment of their 
own society-which feels it is being 
caused harm by their efforts? 

To carry the niatter further, if inde 
pendent television 


program producers: . 
and writers have an element amongst - 


them that is so selfish, could there not 
be those of such stripe in just about 
every other ? Can a country 
survive if such elements are tearing at 
it from almost every direction? 

It seems that the situation could boil 
down to a question of basic decency 
and survival. 

At this point it would seem that there 


’is no way of getting at the problem 


without almost destroying the entire 
television i 
the job. The only way such an effort is 
going to cause a change in-program- 
ming is (1) for a great portion of the 
nation to turn off the sets and leave 
them off until there is a change, which 
might destroy television, for why have 
programs at all if no one is watching; 
or (2) a great portion of the nation to 
agree on which are the objectionable 
shows and leave them off until they are 
cancelled. The latter will not happen, 
for there will never be such agree- 


ment. 

The simple solution, and the least 
likely, would be for the writers and 
producers of the sex-oriented and vio- 
lence shows to realize they are per- 


- forming a disservice and to change 


their tactics. They are not likely to do 
so, however, because they realize they 
have the atténtion of great viewing au- 
diences. 


That brings the matter down to the 
chicken or the egg question. Did tele- 
vision lead a nation to its present 
moral laxity, or is it simply reflecting 
a moral situation that it didn’t create? 
No matter. It could cause amovement 
toward greater morality if it chose to 
do so. 

. This piece is not mtended to.be a 
condemnation of the television indus- 
try. Some very fine things! are shown 


in our homes as products of television. - 


Many of us were aided in our decisions 
on how to vote by watching television. 
We watched the inauguration of the 
new President. We keep up with the 
news and depend on television for 
knowledge of the weather. We watch 
sporting events and bowl parades. 
Sunday morning worship services are 
of great inspiration to many who can- 
not attend them. And there is much 
that is entertaining that is not objec- 

Perhaps, after all, there is a speck of 
light at the end of the tunnel. In just the 
last few days there was an item in the 
news declaring that the Federal 
Communications Commission is 


studying the industry to seek to deter- 


Two Right Decisions 


Baptists are a great people. Their 
democratic way is sometimes painful, 
but given the proper information and 
time, Baptists will make the proper 
decision in almost every case. 

So it has been with the church at 
Plains, Ga. 


t church. In the wake of the atten- 
tion, and caused by the attention, some 
difficult decisions have had to be 
faced. 


in the opinion of this writer. The first 
was the decision to do away with the 
racial barrier that had been a part of 
the church’s policy sincé civil rights 
days. The civil rights conflicts had 


caused the policy. It was time that the 
policy was changed. There'll be no 
comment on whether or not it ever 
should have been made. Who knows 
what extreme conditions might have 
been present. 

The second right decision was in de- 
nying membership to Clennon King, 
who is not a Baptist and who lives in 
some other town, and two-people who 
live in California. These petitions for 
membership. were carrying a good 
thing a way too far. 

A Baptist church’s membership 
should be open to all who are Baptists, 
or who believe as Baptists do and are 


. A week won't do - 


“There Ought To Be A Law” 


suggested remedy? Yes, there is one. 
It is authority for the FCC to the 
industry. Call it censorship if you will. 
It is the only way the matter can be 
handled with any hope of continued 
success, and the situation demands 
desperate measures. 

The public will continue to watch 
whatever is shown. There always will 
be the selfish who will try to make 
more money by producing shows that 
create more attention because of their 
nature. There will always be advertis- 
ers who will sponsor such shows. The 
need for material is so great that such 
shows will always be accepted by 
someone at the networks. Local sta- 
tions have the same needs. —- 

People want to watch sex and vio- 
lence, some would say. So let them 
have it. There always are some who 
will murder, also, but we can’t afford 
to legalize it. We must have some laws 
to protect us from ourselves. 

The FCC was given the responsibil- 
ity of being the watchdog over the use 
of the public airways. It was not until 
selfish interests began to scream that 
the situation became complicated. 
Why not move back to the simplified 
conditions of earlier days. The princi- 
ple of freedom of speech has. not 
changed at all from what it was in 
those days. 


This path is not an easy one. The 
Supreme Court only recently has ruled 
against the very concept set forth 

that served well 


for many years, however, and perhaps 
a test case is in order to seek to have 
the decision set aside. . 

Even with the FCC as a watchdog, 
the public would have to remain alert. 
The federal agency would be. too le- 
nient, as has been the case imthe past. 


themselves and cripple the entire in- 
dustry as they become more and more 
bold. Indeed, out of disgust, people 
may turn off the sets not just for a week 
through an organized but leave 
the new ones in the stores and leave the 
ones in their homes turned off for good. 

Television is too valuable a medium 
to waste in ffiat fashion. 


Pews Needed 
Dear Sir: 
We are a mission of First Southern 


~, More On TV, Movies’ 


Dear Sir: 
This letter is written you in regard to 


\ 


The HEART OF PAUL by Ben — 


Campbell Johnson, Volume I (Word 
Books, $5.95, 174 pp.). 

This is the first volume of what 

« Johnson calls ‘‘A Relational Para- 


provides rich insights for personal 
renmay De well as a valuable resource 
for study groups. 

VALLEY OF SHADOWS by Jake 
Plett (Fleming Revell, paper, $1.95, 
168 pp.). , \ 

In a dramatic true story set in Ed- 
monton, Alberta, Jake Plett writes 
about the unsolved murder of his 
young wife and tells how he struggled 
through the valley of shadows. In- 
tensely moving, this book reaffirms 


IDENTITY by Mini Jane Johnston 
(Zondervan, paper, $1.95, 119 pp.). 

Here is a masterpiece ef skillful 
thoughts that allow us to see ourselves 
the way we really are—if we are wil- 
‘ling. Four beautiful essays on real 
identity, motivation, direction, and 
spiritual fitness are illustrated with 
full-page color photographs. 


RUNNING THE GOOD RACE by 
Anita Bryant and Bob Green (Flem- 
ing Revell, 156 pp., $5.95). 

Continuing where their earlier 
bestsellers left-off; this newest book 
from the Greens gives more: interest- 
ing details about their maturing, 
deepening Christian faith. And they 
reveal how to increase zest for life, feel 
terrific, and make each day start with 
sparkling vitality by following their 
morning jogging routine. 


LOVE LEAVES NO CHOICE, by C. 
B. Hogue, Word Books, Waco; 160 


ey $5.95. : 
gad is director of the 


lism Séction of the Home Mis- 


evangelism, innovation and change, 
disciple-making, inevitable 
ev ; , Mass 
proclamation, and  lifesstyle 
" evangelism. The author calls for all 

Christians to individually and collec- 

pom physically and verbally, to pre- 


your recent issues much 


deacons. 
It firm belief that the deacon is 


“You shall rise in the presence of grey 
hairs, give honour to the aged, and fear. 


- your God” (Leviticus 19:32). 


The wind whistled and the window- 
panes rattled. Snowflakes whirled in a 
winter white world. The holly tree, its 
widespread branches higher than the 
house, looked like it belonged on a 
Christmas card. ‘My mother planted | 
it,” Grandma said, ‘‘when she was 
12.” . , 

I must have been four or five then, 
the first time I was snowbound. The 
night I was to spend at Grandma 
Washburn’s house stretched to three 
or four nights. At first I was worried 


because I couldn’t go home, but ~ God. 


Grandma with her usual optimism 
made the dilemma seem like a great 
adventure. We sat before the big open 
fire in the kitchen and she told me 
stories and recited long poems from 
memory. Uncle Wendell and Aunt, 
Evelyn were not married then and to- 
gether we all popped corn and parched 
peanuts, and cracked pecans with a 
hanimer.on the white-washed hearth. : 
Grandpa went to the barn and brought 
es Sage with milk, warm.and 


‘oaming. * 

At bedtime Grandma tucked me into 
a deep featherbed and covered me 
with patchwork quilts. Next morning 
she and Grandpa hurried, shivering, 
across the open porch that divided the - 
bedrooms from the kitchen, to’build a 
fire. In the pantry Grandma unco- 
vered her wooden bread tray and 
made sour dough biscuits to Serve hot 
with butter, and scuppernong jelly. 
Grandma was a positive 


she could usually find something good 
about it. Born Lavonia Langley 
January 7, 1872 — 105 years ago this‘ 
month — she taught school and helped 
care for her younger brothers and sis- 
ters until she was 27, and then she 


years, she died at 84. Almost to- 
tally d¢af from the age of 50, she worea 


she still couldn't hear, she'd just make 
a joke about what she heard and go on 
about her business. 

When I was a teen-ager and ex- 


in Virginia for placing women into the” 


ministry, is not enough to cause me to 
ever vote for or accept women 
o : 
Chester Burnhafn 1 
Brandon ; 
Prayer For President 
Dear Sir: 
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Our Righteousness —Through Faith in Christ 


‘ Faces And Places 


By Anne Washburn ‘McWilliams : 


periencing the heartaches that only a - 
teen-ager can feel with such keenness, 
I would go to Grandma's house. A chat 
with her and a night in her cozy feath- 
erbed would make me feel better. 
One mgnt she and I watched golden 
and orange flames in the fireplace at 
twilight. We.sat in straight, cane- 
bottomed chairs, and she told me of the 
great sorrow of her life, the death of 
her son, Otho, of appendicitis at 19. Be- 
cause she was always laughing I had 
really never thought that she had any 
troubles. She had memorized many 
chapters of the Bible. Now she quoted 
Isaiah 40, that begins “‘Comfort ye, 
comfort ye, my people, saith your 


“I’m thankful that I have four other 
sons,"’ she said, “‘and a daughter.”” 
“Did you know that three of them 
are named for writers? Daddy is 
named Emmett like the wroter of 
‘Dixie’; Wendell has the name of 
Oliver Wendell Holmes; and Uncle 
Homer has the name of a Greek poet?” 
“Well, I ought to know it! I named 


i 


human heart.” No, the: basic values 


and the winter before she died it 
bloomed for the first time. 


Ihave been a Baptist, by 


preference 
_ for-many years, and I never heard of 


this before. 


woaved 


~. 


Aroun d The World : 


Thailand, Land Of Oppor 


By David Grant 


The Regional Bus Outreach/Chil- 
dren’s Worship Clinic to be February Wi 


11-13 at First Church, Gulfport, is 
sponsored jointly by Church Services 
and Materials Division, Baptist Sun- 
day School. Board; Sunday School De- 
partment, MBCB; and the Gulf Coast 
Association. 

Janet Abernathy, preschool consul- 
tant in the Sunday School Department 
of the Sunday School Board, Nashville, 
and Garry Insko, editor in the Sunday 
School Department, Sunday School 
Board, will be among the featured 
speaker. Abernathy is a former Mis- 
sissippian. 

Earl Kelly, executive secretary- 
treasurer, MBCB, will deliver a mes- 
sage on Friday evening on the subject, 
“Outreach, the Heartthrob of God."’ 

Other program personne! will in- 
clude J. W. Brister, director of mis- 

« sions, Gulf Coast association: Mike 


Our Church . . . 
. .. And’ The Cooperative Program 


calls for 23%. This giving through t 
Cooperative Program has not hin- 
dered but rather strengthened our 
reveal that 


deepened. 
beginning of the Cooperative Program 
as a channel for World Missions sup- 


Another First ’ 


_Carr, minister of youth and bus out- 
~ reach, First, Gulfport; Jimmy Cutrell, 


he 


minister of music, First, Gulfport; 
Bryant Cummings, director; Sunday 
School Department, MBCB; Mose 
Dangerfield, consultant, Sunday 


School Department, MBCB; Walt —~ 


Gautier, minister of education, First, 
Long Beach; William Mcllwain, as- 
sociate pastor, First, Gulfport; Beth 
Merritt, Baptist Book Store, Jackson; 
Bernard Spooner, minister of educa- 
tion, Travis Avenue Church, Fort 
orth; D. Lewis White, bus outreach 
consultant, Extension Activities Sec-. 
tion, Sunday. School department, 
BSSB; Doug ‘Williams, minister of 
evangelism and bus outreach, First 
Church, Center Point, Birmingham, 
.; and Billy Hudgens, consultant, 
Sunday School Department, MBCB. 
subjects to be discussed 

children and discipline; counseling 
new Christians, children and conver- 
sion, reaching parents of riders, 
motivating workers, and ACTION And 


Registration will begin Frida 


semble at 8 at the church to ride buses 
and to observe a Schonetration cfu 


“> 


the 


In addition to missions support 
the Cooperative Program, our 
gives the 

offerings for state missions, home 
missions, and foreign missions. 2 
these missions offerings have not 
weakened but rather 


our budget giving. 


ef 


is the best way to carry out the Great 
out through 


a 


_ Regional Awareness Conference For 
Churches In Changing Communities 


Don Aderhdld, pastor of Columbia 
Drive Church, Decatur, GA., for the 


Another ‘first’ 


was held at 
Laurel, January 18-19, for interested 
pastors, staff and church Thembers. 

Jere Allen, consultant for 
“Churches a4, Seehs 


has been ac- 


have Sa 


his family and their 
views toward the threat of. com- 
munism in Thailand. ead 


Cambodia. 

ing nation to these others. 
Our arrival in this country was the 
biggest uhknown of the entire trip 
around the world. Even though I had 
written some people in Thailand, I had 
not heard from them. Therefore, we 
did not know whether we would be met 
or where we would stay there. We had 
no reservations. We knew no one by 
name. It was a country of , 
However, these uncertainties and 
were soon dissipated. A 

couple of missionary met 
us at the airport and took us to Elmer 


Calling A Pastor 


tunity 


Nielson’s home, where we were 
to stay for a couple of days. 

found this land to be one of beauty 
and full of opportunities for the Lord. 
Although Nielson had only been 
there for a short time, he and his wife 
Were a gracious and wonderful host 
and hostess. While there we visited the 
Seminary and met several mis- 


. two of which were the Mor-~- 


found some very up-to-date equipment 
and able people operating it. 

We were able to visit the Baptist 
Building there and see that our Lord’s 
work is being carried on in a marvel- 
ous way. Even though the Nielsons 
were our host and hostess, the Ronald 
Hills, who had been there for many 
years, helped us see many interesting 
sights in the city of Bangkok. We did’ 
Not get out of the city while in that land. 
Mrs. Hill knows the language, cus- 
toms, and hiasory of:the country well. 


te 


iu 
I 


birthday cake (her birthday is 


Circle Christmas Eve), some cookies for me, 


and the Grants a Christmas present. 
Then they sang, ‘“‘We Wish You a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.” As they were leaving my home, 
they said we are very happy here this 
second Christmas because we know 
what Christmas is about. This family 
of nine—man and wife, and seven 
children—arrived in Jackson in July, 
1975. They were all Buddists. Now they 
are all Christians and members of 
Broadmoor Church. To me, 
this is what missions is all about. 

Next time, I shall write about In- 
donesia. 


Presenting The Prospective 


By Clifton Perkins 
Director . 
Department of 
Church-Minister Relations - 


In his early years a man wrote a 
book about women. Some years later, 
when he came to know more about 
them, he republished his book. Instead 
of going igh all the material to re- 
vise it, he wrote this blanket correction 
in the preface: ‘Wherever the word 
‘is’ appears in this volume, substitute 
‘is not’ — and wherever the words ‘is 
not’ appear, substitute ‘maybe’, 
‘perhaps’, or ‘God knows’.”” 

There is in all of us that element of 
inconsistency, but such is not the case 


“With God. The one note that sounds 


sure leadership, it is time to gofurther. 
The next step is to invite the prospec- 
tive pastor.to come before the ehureh 
in view of a call. Only after the decision 
has been made unanimously should a 
prospect be invited to the chureh to 
preach . 


If at this stage the committee de- 
cides that.the minister being consi- 
dered is not the one for the church, 
they should kindly inform him that 
they have decided to look further. 
Likewise, if the preacher decides it is 
not God’s will for him, he should 
frankly tell the committee his feelings. 

With the invitation extended and ac- 


mation on him in a report to the 
church. 

When the prospective pastor comes 
to visit the church, the people should 
be ity to meet him and, 
as far as possible, get to know him. 
Somebody has said there are three 
— masculine, feminine, 
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Pastor To The Church 


~ Incase there is no established policy 
on the matter, I believe it is wise to 
wait until the next Sunday morning 
Service to present and.act on the re- 
commendation. The congregation 
should not be made to feel that they are 
being rushed into a decision.- They 
should be given time to think and to 


Pray. 
This brings to mind the story of a 


little boy who smiled knowingly one - 


stormy afternoon as a fierce wind 
shook and bent great oak trees ip the 


. yard. “I did this,” he eried gleefully. 


“| prayed for this storm. It’s fun!” 
Later that night, as the tree branches 
continued to thud menacingly against 
his bedroom window, the boy ran 
downstairs into his mother’s room. 
Nervously he asked, ‘‘How long is one 
prayer good for?”’ 

If the committee, church, and pros- 


- pective pastor have been praying ear- 


nestly, there should be no-worry about 
aweek’s delay, for God’s will doeS not 
change like the weather. 

{When the recommendation is pre- 
«serted to- the church; -it is wise to de- 
termine that all phases of the call are 
understood by the church and the 
prospective pastor. The committee 
should make no promises of which the 
church is not informed. Matters of sal- 
ary, housing, fringe benefits, moving 
expenses, etc. should be cleared, if not 
already done 


On occasion, the church is not 
unanimous in its call. The prospective 
pastor should be informed if there is 
opposition. This could be helpful in his 
decision. We should not act as did the 
lady who took her child to the circus. 
The little girl, alarmed by the strange 
sights and sounds begin to cry. Where- 


cya begeranty geal dorytr pir 


the neck, shook her and said, ‘‘Look 
here, I brought you here to enjoy your- 
self. Now, enjoy yourself, do you 
hear?’’ In the matter of calling a 
minister of Jesus Christ, nothing 
should be forced. 

When the call extended and ac- 
cepted, it may seem that the work of 
the committee is finished, but such is 
not the case. The pastor search com- 
mittee has not completed it’s work 
until the new pastor is moved on the 
field. Every assistance should be 
given him in arranging for and making 
the move 


If a house is provided by the church, : 


it makes a good impression to see that 
the house and grounds are clean and 
ready for occupancy. In the case 
church doe’ not have a pastorium, i 


e 
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valuable assistance can be given by 
the committee as the new pastor looks 
for a house to buy or rent. This interest 
can give a happy beginning to an im- 
portant relationship. At any rate, it is 
nice : 


Once the has moved in, the 
committee can be helpful in introduc- 
ing him to the congregation and com- 
munity. Special services may be plan- 
ned and a reception or some other in- 
troductory function given. Some 
churches find an installation service 
effective and impressive. 

One day a mother called out to 
little son who hadn’t been out of his 
room for a long time, “‘David, what are 
you doing?’ “I’m drawing a picture of. 


God,” he called back. “But nobody has -.. 


ever seen God,”’ she remonstrated. 
“When I get through they will have,” 
he announced. His picture would be 
complete, so he thought. 

With the new pastor properly pre- 
sented to the church and the commun- 
ity, the pastor search committee has 
completed the picture and can be dis- 


(This is the fourth and last article in 
a series on “Seeking And Calling A 
Pastor.”’) 
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program. 
Rates trom $14 to $40 « Write or call today for full details. 
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my closet if 


I answered James’ question. 

Now my Eskiloos are books (or 
were). When the boys were very small, 
we went to McRae’s to buy some shoes 
for one of them, and when you bought a 
certain brand of shoes, you had the 


privilege of registering to win a mon- 
key they were giving away. One of the 
boys was enough to figure that 


out, so I couldn't get out of the store 


McRae’s. There was not a win- 
dow in it to indicate that it was a bill, so 


ages. Somewliere the lucky one who 
bought my boots at the garage sale 
was ready for the snow. é 

At our house we believe in getting 
our money’s worth out of everything. 
Tous, getting our money’s worth out of - 
the snow means getting out in it. We 
went right on, Eskiloos notwithstand- 
ing: and thoroughly enjoyed the snow, 

But you know what really makes me 
enjoy the snow more than anything 
else? To look at the perfect whiteness 
of it and know that I look that way to 
God because of-Christ. So I vote for 
snow everytime there is a winter cloud 
that makes it possible. It is an assur- 
ance to me, everytime. 


Many. Hearing | 
‘Problems Can 
Be Helped 


Chicago, Ill.—A free offer of 
special interest to those who 
hear but do not understand, 
words has been announced 
"Bettone A hon-operating 
model of the smallest Beltone 
aid of its kind wilk be given 
absolutely free to anyone 
answering this advertisement. 
True, all hearing problems 
are not alike .. . and some 
cannot be helped by a hearing 
aid. But audiologists report 
that many can. So, send for 
this non-operating model now. 
Wear it in the privacy of your 
own home to see how tiny 
hearing help can be. It's yours 
to keep, free. The actual aid 
weighs less than a third of an 
~ ounce, and it’s all at ear level, 
in one unit, “ 
These models are free, so 

. We suggest you write for yours 
now. Again, we repeat, there 
is no cost, and certainly no ob- 
ligation. Thousands have al- 
ready been mailed, so write - 
today to Dept. 41534 Beltone 
Electronics, 4201 W. Victoria 
St., Chicago, Ill. 60646. 


FOR RESERVATIONS 
CALL FREE 
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To Pay For New Pastorium 


First Church, Potts Camp, observed 
Promise Redemption Sunday, De- 
cember 19, 1976, by going over the top 
er toward her Pas- 

xz Si -torium Fund goal of 
$ : $15,000, set last 

g » March. With the 
: ~ pastorium almost 
ready for occu- 
pancy, the church 
entered 1977 with a 
campaign slogan, 
“Victory January 
1980."" Thé new 
campaign is an effort to raise nearly 
* $50,000 over the next three years to re- 
tire the pastorium debt and bring the 


church on her way toward the building 
of new educational space. The pastor, 
Alvis K. Cooper, pictured, reports that 


nearly a third of the $50,000 has al-. 


ready been promised in the new cam- 
paigp. 


In addition to its new building effort, 
the church has approved and adopted 
the Deacon Family Ministry Plan. The 
church ordained two new deacons, 
Edward Overall and Ronald 
Hudspeth, both of Potts Camp. 


Pastor Cooper is a student at Blue 
Mountain College and is expected to 
graduate in May, 1977. 
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By Violet Tackett 
They said I was too young to remember, I thought I saw her running in abandon, 
But I did. A child taller than most, 
I did know it snowed when I was one in December As we all swept outside and the wondrous snow whirled at random. 
In Grandpa's yard. Then it thickened Fe , 
Wet, soft, white, settling on my aunt’s long curls, Into intricate large snowflakes just for me — 
Land of fairies — - Gentle-rapt on my face — 
Not frat Teas train South Mississippi but in other worlds, So beautiful, wind-driven, I followed to see, 
By then I knew how cold cold can be, in rain, sleet and mud, Ot sap ek tek he eacdd de ing bare skinny arms, 
Followed by sun. Snowflakes were everywhere— 
Suddenly I saw it falling, flying, and I didn’t believe it could. “Falling, dancing, entrancing little storms 
Outside the school window Enduring twenty minutes. 
Some —- climatic condition had triggered a miracle. Yellow school busses began slithering in. 
“Why, it’s snowing!*? A bell rang” a 
; : : : \ ; 
oentonteaat ee A harsh principal's voice worried loud from within,.. Realistically, 
She said, “‘about your age, it snowed and I built a snowman. Bbirgrasee Le d must get these children safely home 
This may not last. . y z 
One must roa to chase a dream,” and her dainty hand Over the country roads, long miles away for some. 
Reached for her sweater. . But the snow was gone. 
“Children, my class will be recessed. - ‘ - Even I knew it had not come prepared to stay; 
Put on your coat of Yet, like my teacher 
ae en ace ste Sees (Ut oot from the fire. We are Cheseed. I had gathered loveliness that day, 


God has sent snow.” 


To Present “The King Is Coming” 


Pascagoula’s Calvary Church, Byron Mathis, pastor, will present their origi- 
nal dramatic musical, ‘‘The King Is Coming” Sunday, February 6, 7:00 p.m. in 
their own sanctuary, 2101 Market Street. Ralph Daves, above, portrays the part 
of Christ. This production has been presented sixty - four times within the past 
five years in churches in Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, and Florida. ‘The 
King Is Coming” is an original production concerning the latter days and the 
second coming of Christ. Mrs. Laurie Burkes and Mrs. Byron Mathis worked 


d Time It Snowed 


* Sent from God. 


Devotional 


Getting Through 


Associate Editor, The Baptis t Record 


. By Tim Nicholas, 
: Luke 17:12-19 


each day, a preacher would come give a sermon to the children. 

told the tory of Jesus healing the ten lepers with only one returning to 
thank him. I nudged the kid next to me and whispered “Do you 
know what a leper is?” “Yeah,” he answered. ° 


Ss 
: 


together in sétting the script to music and drama. 


Rankin Couple Offers Home As Retreat, Free 


An article appeared last spring in 
the Baptist Record, about ‘““The Moun- 
tain — owned by God and operated and 
lived on by Howard and Sally Stevens, 
with the help of daughter Terri and her 
hubby Emmitt and mostly by grand- 
daughter Melissa. Son Mark helps 


when he is home from dental school.” * 


The Mountain, home of the Stevens on 
a hill by a lake, is located three miles 
south of Pelahatchie. 

The Stevens have alarge room (sea- 
ting room for fifty) at the back of their 


Sunda 


house, and offer use of this free to 
church groups. 

Howard Stevens says, ‘‘We moved in 
faith to The Mountain, knowing it was 
God’s will that we use it in some way to 
glorify the name of Jesus. It has been a 
struggle as 15 acres had to be cleared, 
and the bulldozers would break, and 
one thing and another, to keep us from 
meeting the Federal Land Bank 
schedule. However, it was met and 
now ail that is lacking is removing a 
- wind row by March 1.” 


School Lesson: Life and Work For Janu 


The Mountain had a church group 
out, he reports, almost every weekend 
from March through August of 1976. 
He said, ‘‘It has been a very rewarding 
experience. There have been all-night 
lock-ins for young people and Family 
Life Conferences for couples. As a re- 
sult of these, there have been eleven 
who accepted Christ as their personal 
Saviour.” = 

Marshall and Denise Lynch and Joe 
and Janice Brown of Mississippi Col- - 
lege have helped to conduct lock-ing 
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A Woman Caught In Adultery 


The people who met Jesus could 
never forget him. The woman taken in 
the act of adultery and brought before 

Jesus surely could 

not. For she found 

his love to be such a 
; contrast to that of 

the scribes and 
=_— Pharisees. 
‘Nene Jesus’ concern 

for unworthy, even 
; outcast, people is 
I shown in contrast 
4 with the attitudes of 
the religious scribes and Pharisees. 
They were hostile toward Jesus. For 
they saw that Jesus would destroy 
Judaism as they knew, practiced and 
loved it. They intended to destroy him 
first. In every way possible they 
sought to trap him with perplexing 
questions, wanting somehow to trick 
him tnto a conflicting situation. In 
“tempting him’’ they had ulterior mo- 
tives, but Jesus understood their 
scheme and was equal to the situation. 
The harshness of these accusers was 
brutal. 


’ 


- 


at all. They were looking on her as a 
thing, an instrument whereby they 
could formulate a charge against 
Jesus. To them she had no name, no 
personality, no heart, no feeling, no 
emotions. Their purpose was to show 
that his preaching of mercy was a 
farce. If he did not condemn the wo- 
man, they could'accuse him of treating 
sin too lightly. 

What was Jesus’ attitude toward the 


compassionate pity we would wish to 
have extended to us, if we were in- 
volved in a like situation. 

Jesus used the occasion to show that 
a fallen woman is degraded by man’s 
lust and that in spirit the accusers are 
often as guilty as the accused. Jesus 
did not condemn her, nor did he justify 
her, but he did call her henceforth to a 
life of chasity. 

Jesus’ attitude involved a second 
chance. Jesus was always intensely in- 
terested, not only in what a person had 
been, but also what a person coult¢ be. 
He did not say that what she had done 
did not matter; broken laws and bro- 
ken hearts always matter. But Jesus 
was sure that every person has a fu- 
ture as well as a past. 

The challenge with which Jesus con- 
fronted this woman was the challenge 
of the sinless life. Here was no easy 

_ forgiveness. Here was a challenge 


* which pointed the sinner to heights of 


‘ 


goodness, of which she had never 
dreamed. ‘‘Go, and sin no more.” 
Jesus not only saved her life, but he 
gave her a reason to live a different 
kind of life. She had met a man who 
showed her respect and love. . 
Nothing too strong can be said about 
sin, and yet the wonder of the Gospel is 
that sin can be forgiven, cleansed, and 
forgotten by God. The Bible leaves no 
room to question that God hates sin in 
any form, but he loves the sinner. 


The woman saw the accusers leave 
one by one and she also saw what Jesus 
wrote. He wrote something that gave 
the adversaries time to think. The- 
words were powerful because the 
mind that put them into expression 
was powerful. The Lord Jesus Christ is 
wonderful. 


The woman saw her needs being met 


in Jess. He brought the possibility of 
wholeness into her life. 


and Bible study for young people. 


As Sally stays at the office of Ste- 
vens Chemical, Inc. in Pelahatchie, 
during the day, she can be contacted 
there at 854-8688. 


Pearl Baptist Men have a reserva- 
tion for February 4 and 5 and Flora 
Baptist teen-agers for March 4 and 5 
for all-night services. Other than 
these, there are at present no book- 
ings, so if your church would like to 
make a reservation, now is the time. 


Shady Grove 
Calls Johnson 


Victor C. Johnson has accepted the 
pastorate of Shady Grove Church, 
Hazlehurst. 


sippi College, re- 
p> ceived his B. D. de 
gree from New Or- 
», leans Seminary. 

He has _ held 
former pastorates 
at Satartia 
(Yazoo); Liberty 
; (Rankin) ; Syl- 
varena (Smith); Poplar Springs 
(Simpson); First Church, Melville, 
La.; Cranfield Church, Natchez; and 
Heuck’s Retreat Church in Brookha- 
ven, where he has served the past five 
years. 


Johnson, Mrs. Johnson and Dennis 
will reside in the Shady Grove com- 


munity until construction of the pas- © 


torium is completed. 


Sunday School Lesson: intesiatiousl For january 30 
Power Over The Demonic | 


By Wm. J. Fallis 
Mark 1:21-39; Lake 4:31-44 


Our lessons in December focused on 
the promise and birth of Jesus. Then 
we moved into the riew year with four 
lessons on how 
Jesus began his 
ministry. Now we 
come to a five- 
leston. unit on 
“Jesus De- 
monstrates His 
~. Power.” In the wil- 

» derness he did not 
yield to Satan's 


and express his divine compassion. 
Responding to those in need, he 
ainst mental illness, dis- 


mM on 
the northwest shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. It was an important town on a 


major highway and the home of Simon 
and Andrew. On the sabbath Jesus 
went to the synagogue and taught. This 

ition may have had several 
scribes as teachers of the Law, but 
Jesus was different. Their explana- 
tions were-based on what their own 
teachers had said, each one citing 
some 


and challenged him. In that day many 
Lee ap lacertig eon Pager was filled 
demons, invisible and evil 


man went into convulsions and 
screamed. After 


The story continued, but I wasn’t convinced. I nudged the 
nine - year - old again. ‘“‘What’s a leper?” I queried. His 
answer: “It’s a big cat with spots.” 

It’s amazing how often we don’t communicate what we 
mean. We could be witnessing to a person and explaining God 
as being our Father. But perhaps that metaphor conjures up 
an image of one who comes home at night, drunk, and beating 
all the kids, or maybe one who was never there when needed. 

This points up the value of a long-term witness to people —to 
- know them and be sure they understand what we're talking about. 


We Christians use a specializéd Bible - language — even in praying we speak in 
King James — and a great deal of Christianity is couched in special terms-‘many 


Christians would have 


ty. 


The relationship between us and God can be easily understood — but 
completely dependent on. the types of relationships we have among Christians 
and between Christians and those still seeking truth: 


While our words are often muddled 
come through clear as a bell. — 


trouble defining properly — sanctification, ‘are you 
washed in the bload?”’ propitiation, the Holy Trini 
it is 


messages of confused imagery, our lives 
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Names In 


The News 


Gene Stroh, a senior at William. 
Carey, recently began serving as 
pastor of Fairfield Church, 
Moselle. A na- 
tive of Eugene, 
Orgon, 
graduated 
from Baptist 
Bible Institute 
in Graceville, 
Florida, in 
1976. While in 
Florida, he 
held pastorates 

at two churches. Members of 

Fairfield honored Stroh, his wife 

Sharon, and their two sons at a 

reception on January 16. 

John M. Roberts of Jackson at- 
tended the Writer’s Workshop 
held at the New Orleans Seminary 
during the recent January Inter- 
term. Roberts is the son of W. R. 

. Roberts of Jackson. Currently he 
is enrolled in the M. Div. program 
at the seminary and plans to enter 
the Gospel ministry. The course 
was taught by Terry Young, Bob 

Hastings, and Wes Jackson. Other 

Mississippians taking part in the 

workshop were Ruth Jensen and 

David Miller. 

Garey Lee Baxtér, of Mobile, 
Ala., has accepted the position of 
minister of activities and youth at 

Calvary 

Church Jack- 
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James H. Landes, executive di- 
rector of the Baptist General Con- 
vention of Texas’ executive 


he, 


Wayne Fancher, a junior at 
Mississippi State University and a 
native of Columbus, is director of 

” softens music and 


* side Church, 
Columbus. 
John L. Cook, 
Jr., pastor of 
the church, in- 
dicates that 
Fancher ” has 
been with the 
church for sev- 
eral months. Fancher was re- 
cently licensed to the music 
ministry by his home church, 
Fairview of Colembus: 


Mrs. 9. H. Harwell, 72, mother 
of Jack U. Harwell, editor of the 
Georgia Baptist state newspaper, 
The Christian Index, died Jan. 6, 
at Mobile, Ala. Funeral services 
for Mrs. Harwell, wife of H. H. 
Harwell, retired Alabama Baptist 
pastor, were held at First Baptist 
Church, Mobile. A native of 
Raleigh, N. C., she was a graduate 
of Tift College, Forsythe, Ga. 


Clifford J. Smyly and Mrs. 
Smyly, 7436 Azalea, Houston, 
Texas, have established a scho- 
larship fund at Missisisppi Col- 
lege in memory of Dr. Elwyn N. 
Wilkinson, a Baptist minister who 
served for nearly a half century. 
Proceeds from the fund will be 
saat to assist students at Missis- 
si who are 
for Cirlatin service isthe felts 
of preaching, missions, educa- 
tion, or music. The Smylys’ con- 
tribution to the fund is being 
matched by the Petro-Tex Chem- 
ical Corporation in Houston, the 
firm where Mrs. Smyly works. 


Earl Clark has accepted the 
position as of New Hope 
Church, Ellisville. He was or- 

, dained by West 
Ellisville 
Church. A na- 
tive of Lawr- 
ence County, 
he graduated 
from Univer- 
_ sity of South- 
_ ern 

and attended 

New Orleans 


m “ie 1b 
Pantyame ‘Cho, Shibuya-Ku, 
Tokyo, Japan, 150. Their son, 
Bobby, 15, returned with his 
parents. Nancy and Janet are 
students at Mississippi College. 
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